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remote external aim in education is that its very inappKca^
bility in practice is likely to react into a haphazard snatching
at immediate conditions. A good aim surveys the present
state of experience of pupils, and forming a tentative plan of
treatment, keeps the plan constantly in view and yet modifies
it as conditions develop. The aim, in short, is experimental,
and hence constantly growing as it is tested in action.
(3) The aim must always represent a freeing of activities.
The term end in view is suggestive, for it puts before the
mind the termination or conclusion of some process. The
only way in which we can define an activity is by putting
before ourselves the objects in which it terminates — as
one's aim in shooting is the target. But we must remember
that the object is only a mark or sign by which the mind
specifies the activity one desires to carry out. Strictly speak-
ing, not the target but hitting the target is the end in view;
one takes aim by means of the target, but also by the sight on
the gun. The different objects whiJ* are thought of are
means of directing the activity. Thus one aims at, say, a
rabbit; what he wants is to shoot straight: a certain kind of
activity. Or, if it is the rabbit he wants, it is not rabbit
apart from his activity, but as a factor in activity; he wants
to eat the rabbit, or to show it as evidence of his marksman-
ship — he wants to do something with it. The doing with
the thing, not the thing in isolation, is his end. The object
is but a phase of the active end, — continuing the activity
successfully. This is what is meant by the phrase, used above,
' freeing activity.'
In contrast with fulfilling some process in order that activity
may go on, stands the static character of an end which is
imposed from without the activity. It is always conceived of
as fixed; it is something to be attained and possessed. When
one has such a notion, activity is a mere unavoidable means
to something else; it is not significant or important on its
own account. As compared with the end it is but a necessary

